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lengthy process between girdling and export, the Japanese in-
herited much useful work from the previous regime, including
an estimated 800,000 girdled trees with about two tons of
lumber each, and 1,200,000 logs, of which 350,000 were already
at the Rangoon depots. The Nippon-Iiurma Timber I'ninn was
set up to take the place of the five large British firms, and il
secured the services of a senior Burmese employee of Steel
Brothers. It is obvious that exports of teak were never impor-
tant during the Japanese occupation, but shipbuilding with teak,
is a flourishing industry. Mitsui, Mitsubishi Afaka, and Menka
participated in the Nippon-Burma Timber Union.
This company reportedly impressed largo numbers of voting
men for work in the forests around Bhumo in the summer of
1943. They cut down trees near roads, regardless of a^e or
the future of the forests, and without bothering to girdle. In
some areas a little girdling was clone, but by and lar^e the exi-
gencies of war prevented much use being made of a threat deal
of Burma's timber resources. Packing cases and trench pjrders
were the chief uses for timber. Burmese forest officers arc*
reported to have done their best to prevent wasteful exploita-
tion.
THE POSTWAR TIMIJKK PROJECT BOAKO
The reconstruction of Burma's teak production and export
was turned over by the British, on their return, to a Timber
Project Board with four official members and four
two of the latter being Burmans. The other two wen*
for their commercial experience and are not representative of
any particular interests. The European teak firms have no dtn-rt
say in the administration of the Board's affairs,*1
It Is obvious that constant Burmese criticism of the Timber
Project Board (and some of the other Boards} promptrd Un-
official defense and attempt to minimize the part played by the
five large British firms. The communique proceeds :
The Teak Consortium, consisting of five European teak ixrms,
are under agreement with the Government of Burma whereby
Government provides the greater part of the finance for operations.